
Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

CLAYDON, John  
 
Private, 15736 
2nd Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Sunday, 9th May 1915 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Ploegsteert Memorial, Belgium 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 19 years 
 
 
With great grandparents William and Charlotte, nee Whiffing, living in the  Crowland 
area of Haverhill as far back as 1841, John Claydon came from a family who had 
lived in the town for quite a few generations.  His grandfather, Samuel, in 1851, was 
a pauper living in the Workhouse but by 1852 he had married Eliza, nee Coote, from 
Little Wratting, and had found employment as an agricultural labourer.  Eliza worked 
as a washing woman and they lived at Downs Lane. 
 
John was the third child of seven children born to John and Charlotte, nee Argent, 
but born Whiting. He was born on 27th September, 1895 at 3 Peas Hill Slade. 
 
His parents were married at St Mary’s Church on 22nd June 1889.  They had started 
married life at 39 Burton End but by 1901 they had moved to 11 Chauntry Road 
where they made a home for their growing family. 
 
In 1911, at the age of 15, John Claydon was working as a warp winder at Chauntry 
Mill, alongside his father who was a hair weaver, his mother who was a coat finisher, 
his brother William and sister Gladys.  
 
It seems John’s brother William left home shortly after this as in 1912 he joined the 
Territorial RAMC in Kensington where he was working as a Butler for G C Whiteley 
Esq. With the outbreak of war, John, like his brother William, joined a Territorial force.  
On the 16th November 1914 he enlisted with the 5th Suffolks. His attestation 
document shows that the family were now living at 6 Vine Cottages. It was, however, 
the 2nd Battalion, Princess Charlotte of Wales’s (Royal Berkshire Regiment) with 
whom he saw action in France.  
 
During April 1915, the 2nd Battalion began tours in trenches near Rue Petillon with 
short periods as Divisional Reserve at Bac St Maur. On the 8th May they moved from 
Bac St Maur into assembly trenches ready for the attack on Aubers Ridge. They 
"went over the top" early in the morning of the 9th and were cut down by German 
machine gun fire. The survivors were pinned down in no mans land and there was no 
significant progress. Early the next morning Field Marshall Haig called off the 
offensive. The British had suffered 11,000 casualties in one day of fighting on a 
narrow front. On the 9th May John’s battalion war diary notes that 5 Officers were 
killed, 9 were wounded and 6 were missing; 39 other ranks were killed, 198 wounded 
and 36 were missing. 
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John’s parents, who were now living at 6 Vine Cottages, received a letter from the 
British Red Cross and Order of St John on 7th September 1915.  It read: 
 

We deeply regret to have to inform you that according to a German List of 21st 
August 1915, received by us through Geneva on 7th September 1915, Private 
J. Claydon, 15736, Berks Regiment, was found dead on 3rd August in a trench 
about 1900 yards north-west of Fromelles, by a German patrol.  These are the 
only details we have at present.  Should any further news reach us, we will at 
once communicate with you.  Please accept our sincerest sympathy. 

 

The extract from the German List relating to John read:  
Claydon 15736 J Berks. Vorstehende Erk Mrk. werden engl.leichen abgenommen, 
die seit 10.5.15 in einer engl. Stellung liegen, dieselbe liegt ungefähr 1800 m 
nordwestl. Fromelles. Die Marken wurden am 3.8.15 von einer tagespatrouille 
mitgebracht. (The ‘Erk Mrk’ were identification discs) 
 
It roughly translates: Claydon 15736 J Berks. The Identification Discs shall be taken 
from 10.5.15. Position which is about 1800m northwest. Fromelles. The discs were 
brought along on the 3.8.15 by a day patrol. 
 
Unfortunately the Germans did not say whether or where they had buried the men 
they found, so they remained lost and are named on the Ploegsteert memorials 
 
Two weeks later, the South-West Suffolk Echo announced that John’s parents had 
received official news of John’s death from the War Office, saying that in this 
instance the intimation was that John was killed on May 9th and was found in British 
lines. 
 
Private John Claydon was 19 years old. He is remembered on Panel 7, Ploegsteert 
Memorial, Belgium.  
 

 
Left Ploegsteert 
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courtesy of 
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John is also remembered on the Haverhill Roll of 
Honour for Employees of D. Gurteen & Son, 
Chauntry Mills, on the Old Independent Church 
Memorial and also on the Methodist Church 
Memorial.  
 
 John’s parents would have received his medals. 

 

 
 

John’s brother, William Isaacs Claydon spent November 1914 with the BEF in France 
but was sent home with frostbite at the beginning of December. He returned to 
France in March 1916 barely 6 months after the family became aware of his brother’s 
death and was in the field with the 13th London Regiment during the early days of the 
Battle of the Somme.  

 
 
 
 
William wrote a letter to his mother 
which gives an indication into how his 
experience had affected him.This was 
reported in the local newspaper. (see 
left) 
 
 
 
 
William’s army medical record shows 
that he was suffering from shell shock 
on 21st July 1916 and returned home 
late in August 1916. In September 
1918 he was transferred to the Labour 
Corps (Agricultural Coy) and treatment 
for Epilepsy was recommended. 
Whether this condition was directly 
associated with his shellshock is not 
known.  
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After his discharge in 
1919, William Isaacs 
Claydon was living at 191 
Wellhall Road, Eltham. 
This is the address that 
the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission has 
for John’s parents so one 
presumes that they 
possibly moved to 
London to be with their 
son. 
 
 
John’s cousins, Albert Claydon and William Charles Claydon, also died in the war. 

 


